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Message from Clan MacRae President 
 

Mile a 'cur fàilte - a thousand welcomes. Greetings 
to all the members of the Clan MacRae Society of 
Australia and New Zealand in these continuing 
trying times around the world. The year 2020 will be 
in the memory of all Australians for decades to come 
as we all try to cope with COVID-19. Here in the 
central west of New South Wales in the last three 
months there have been no new positive tests, 
though initially we had four from the Diamond 
Princess.  
 

The pandemic is all over the TV news, newspapers, 
social media and the topic of conversation. We all endeavour to keep to the 
safety measures that have been imposed. Some Scottish Gathering organisers 
have set a date for next year but there is a great deal of apprehension, so some 
won’t recommence until 2022, when hopefully there will be a vaccine. Many 
people, including Clan MacRaes, are having trying times with funerals, 
running farms and businesses, losing their job, paying the mortgage and 
numerous other issues. Our thoughts are with you. 
 

Our next Ordinary Meeting will be held by teleconference on Wednesday 21st 
October, 2020, starting at 7.00pm. All members are welcome to participate 
and the instructions are on page 3 of this newsletter.  
 

I would like to draw your attention to our 2021 Annual General Meeting and 
Lunch on Saturday 20th February, 2021, at 12.30pm - see details on page 3. 
Then from 2.30 – 4.00pm Clan MacRae Society of Australia and New Zealand 
2021 AGM in the Macquarie Room, Panthers Bathurst, 132 Piper Street 
Bathurst. All are welcome so bring the family and other relatives.  

            Alan McRae. FAIHA, President – 02 63315404 
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 

 

WELCOME NEW  MEMBERS  AND CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Welcome to our new members since our last newsletter:  
Kelly McCrea  HORSLEY,  NSW,     Murray Johnson BELLFIELD, VIC, 

Lara Giddings HOWRAH, TAS 
 

  oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
 

2020 UPCOMING EVENTS – AUSTRALIA  
 

There are no events on in New South Wales this year that are not marked 
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“This event has been cancelled.” None of us know when events will be 
able to be held, maybe not until the world gets a successful vaccine.  
 

21st October 2020 - Wednesday - NOTICE OF MEETING - Ordinary 
Meeting to be held by teleconference starting at 7.30pm. All members are 
welcome to participate. Teleconference Instructions - All you need to do is: at 
7.30pm (NSW time) on Wednesday 17 June, please Dial: (02) 8077 0506. 
When prompted enter access code: 799719 followed by the # key. You will 
then be greeted by either our President Alan or Secretary Roslyn and after a 
short period, allowing all interested members to connect, we will start the 
meeting. 
 

20th February 2021 Annual General Meeting and Lunch – Saturday - 

12.30pm - Lunch at “132 Piper Bistro” Panthers Club, 132 Piper Street 

Bathurst. Come along and make yourself known to the other MacRaes. 

Enjoy a meal in the Bistro (meal from menu & drinks at own expense). 
Numbers for the lunch are required. Please contact Roslyn MacRae to 

advise of your attendance by Friday 12/2/21 on Ph.: 0412 291 054 or email 

learn@vsr.com.au  
 

2.30 – 4.00pm Clan MacRae Society of Australia and New Zealand 2021 

AGM in the Macquarie Room, Panthers Bathurst 132 Piper Street 

Bathurst.  All welcome.  
 

For anyone who is interested a plaque to the pioneering Frances Lewin 

and Ellen Richards family will be unveiled at 11am on 20th February, 

2021, before the AGM at the Macquarie River bank Pioneer Wall on the 

corner of William and Stanley Street. Their eldest daughter Ellen 

Cruttwell Lewin married my Great Grandfather Murdoch McRae. All 

welcome.  
 

17th April 2021 - Saturday - Bundanoon Highland Gathering - Enjoy a 
street parade with marching pipe bands, Clan Societies, children’s decorated 
floats, The Tartan Warriors - Bundanoon Stones of Manhood, Mary Kiani - 
Scottish Singer, Fiddlers performing in the Fiddlers Tent, Scottish Highland 
and Country Dancing, 120 speciality crafts, souvenirs and food stalls.   
http://www.brigadoon.org.au/    
 

20th April – 2nd May 2021 – Australian Celtic Festival - Glen Innes. A full 
weekend of Celtic entertainment and events held at the Australian Standing 
Stones. More information at www.australiancelticfestival.com  
 

3rd July 2021 - Saturday – 21st Aberdeen Highland Games 2021 at 
Aberdeen in the Upper Hunter Valley of NSW. Parade of bands, clan 
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representatives, Massed Band Salute and Chieftain’s Address, Highland 
and Country Dancing, Strong Man events - tug-of-war, three-legged races, and 
the famed Kilted Dash along with a multitude of stands selling all manner of 
Scottish heirlooms and souvenirs, clothing and garb, and food and drink. 
 

9th October – Saturday - Canberra Highland Gathering 2021, Kambah 
District Playing Fields, Kett Street, Canberra, ACT. Massed bagpipe bands 
will compete in the ACT pipe band championship. Highland dancers will 
compete in the Canberra City Championship. Other music types throughout 
the day, historical re-enactments, Tartan Warriors, lots of stalls. 
www.canberragathering.com.au  
 

Note – other gatherings may happen in 2021 but no definite dates set. 
 

  oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
 

2020 – 2021 UPCOMING EVENTS – NEW ZEALAND 
 

7th November 2020, Saturday - 10th Hororata Highland Games, Hororata 
Domain, Hororata Rd, Hororata. Join them for their 10th birthday celebration. 
It’s Canterbury’s own Scottish Festival offering a full day’s entertainment 
with something for everyone. This event has a diverse range of attractions and 
activities; you don’t have to be Scottish to enjoy it. www.hororata.org.nz   
 

1st January 2021, Saturday, 150th Waipu Highland Games, Caledonian 
Park, The Centre, Waipu. The most entertaining way to start the New Year.      
Celebrate all things Scottish but you don’t need Celtic connections to have a 
great time. One of the main attractions of the day is the Highland      
Heavyweight Competition. www.waipugames.co.nz  
 

30th January 2021, Saturday, 157th Turakina Highland Games, Turakina 
Domain, Cameron Rd, Turakina. Solo piping & drumming, Highland & 
National dancing, Scottish Official Board Highland dancing, pipe band contest 
and traditional field events.  www.turakinahighlandgames.co.nz   
 

6th February 2021, Saturday, 28th Paeroa Highland Games & Tattoo, 
Paeroa Domain, Paeroa. The sounds and soul of Scotland gather at Paeroa for 
their annual Highland Games. Whether there is a bit of Scot in you or not this 
is an entertaining day.  www.paeroahighlandgames.co.nz   
 

20th November 2021, Saturday, Auckland Highland Games, Ellerslie Event 
Centre, Auckland. Auckland’s annual Highland Games is a showcase of 
Scottish heritage in Auckland for all the family. A kaleidoscope of activities 
will be on display. The day is a community and family event where you can 
either relax, take in the sights or join in. www.ahg.org.nz  
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PLEASE CHECK THE PREVIOUS WEBSITES BEFORE 

ATTENDING ANY OF THESE EVENTS AS THERE MAY BE 

CANCELLATIONS 
 

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo 
 

‘MISSES  MACRAE’ 
 

This pleasant carte de viste photograph 
marked ‘Misses MacRae’ was brought 
back to me from an antique shop in 
Edinburgh by my cousin, the late Bruce 
McRae of Woollahra. It dates from around 
1877 with the ladies in their finery and 
looking quite at home in the boat. I would 
say that there would have been very few 
photographic studios anywhere in the 
United Kingdom that would have had a 
boat on water, albeit not very deep. It 
gives an effective montage with the tree in 
the background and a painted sky 
backdrop. Their reputation was well 
known in the Edinburgh area with the duo 
attracting their many clients from over 
quite a distance.  
 

The image was taken by James Ross & 
Thomas Pringle, Photographers to Queen 
Victoria from 1876. They were situated at 
114 George Street, West End, Edinburgh, 

close to Charlotte Square. In 1867 Mr. Ross announced that he had entered 
into a partnership with Thomas Pringle. In the mid 1870s the men relocated 
their business from the George Street location to 103 Princes Street. The men 
remained in partnership until 1883 with Thomas Pringle dying in 1895 after 
starting out as an assistant with the photo business.   
 

When James Ross originally commenced as a photographer he quickly got 
used to the calotype process. In 1848 he decided to go into partnership with a 
John Thomson, a well-known local daguerreotype photographer. The two men 
were lucky to get the title of “Appointed Photographers to Queen Victoria” the 
following year. In the 1850s the two men decided to use the new collodion 
method of photography using glass plates. Later, when Mr. Thompson retired 
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he took up with Thomas Pringle.  
 

The attractive pair of young ladies on the previous 
page posed for their portrait around the time that 
Ross was working on his motion photographs, as a 
handwritten note on the back gives the date as July 
1875 – shortly before Ross and Pringle moved from 
114 George Street to 103 Princes Street. Their studio 
was at the west end of George Street, close to 
Charlotte Square. The two young women may have 
lived in the west end, but studios with a good 

reputation such as Ross and Pringle had little trouble attracting customers and 
keeping them.   
 

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

McRAE’S  GENERAL  

STORE  BANGALOW 
 

Bruce McRae from Uralla 
visited Bangalow last 
January and took a photo 
of a sign showing 
McRae’s General Store in 
Bangalow NSW that 
operated from 1911 to 
World War Two.  Can 
anyone shed more light on 
this Scottish retailer or 

have photos of the McRae family. Bangalow is about a twenty minute drive 
from Byron Bay.  

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

EMAIL OR MAIL? 
 

Remember that you can now nominate to have your 
Clan MacRae newsletter emailed direct to you. Just 
email your name and Clan member number and we 
will update our member’s list. There are several 
benefits of emailing - you get reminders and 
information that may have missed the newsletter. 
You also get the newsletter faster than the posted out 
version and its cheaper for the Society. 
 

Just email amcrae@lisp.com.au  
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DUNCAN  THE  CHAFF  CUTTER 
 

Duncan Alexander MacRae was an experienced chaff cutter and farmer in 
Wagga Wagga, the township having been surveyed in 1849 and declared a 

municipality in 1870. Wagga Wagga was established around the ford where 
residents and travellers crossed the Murrumbidgee River.  
 

Duncan took his chaff cutting equipment to outlying districts, usually taking 
half a day or sometimes more to travel to the farms. He liked to do several 
farmers’ crops at the same time, saving them travel money. The family knows 
he travelled to places such as Collingullie, Yarragundry, Uranquinty, Galore 
and one time to Humula for a particularly big job, though it took the team a 
very long day of travelling to get there.  

 

The photos with this article are 
typical machinery in 1900, the 
time that Duncan operated his 
chaff cutting business.   
 

Duncan would arrive with his 
steam driven traction engine 
and towing his chaff cutter 
behind which was attached to 
his large wheel-mounted water 
cask. Depending on the job he 

may have two horse-drawn carts and several other workmen. At one time he 
owned a Foden traction engine which he was very proud of.  
 

Some steam engines were fitted with a special firebox to allow bush wood to 
be used to fire it instead of coal. The farmer was expected to have a pile of 
wood already collected and at the site.  Water was also required and had to be 
delivered to the work area from the local creek, dam or well.  
 

Chaff cutting was dirty, hot, strenuous and back-breaking work that was often 
handled by the local contractors. Duncan’s most basic setup consisted of a 
four-man team with his boiler for driving the chaff cutter, which would be fed 
by a worker standing on a haystack or wagon. Usually the chaff was bagged, 
sewn up with a bag needle and string before loading onto horse-drawn wagons 
and stored or sold to produce merchants. Sometimes his chaff cutting teams 
would comprise up to 10 to 15 or more. 
 

School children would invariably be kept home to help, collecting firewood or 
water and doing other sundry jobs. Contractors always had one eye on the 
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weather as they did not want rain when making chaff. Light to moderate 
rain would delay any harvesting or making of chaff and the men could be 
delayed a day or two depending on how much rain there was.  
 

The men did not like rain 
either as they were usually not 
paid for the labour-intensive 
or dangerous job if no work 
took place. In 1914 a 
contractor charged 12 shillings 
and sixpence per ton for up to 
30 tons and over to chop the 
haystacks or crop into chaff. 
After completing the job, they 
would either pull out their 
steam-driven machinery or drive it out. 
 

Horse power initially operated the machinery on the farm. Horses walked 
around in circles in conjunction with the “horse works”. With the development 
of the stripper harvester however, the horses could not keep pace to winnow 
the crop, that is, separate the grain from the chaff and dirt. 
 

Horses or bullocks were harnessed to a long timber pole and made to walk or 
run around in circles to drive the ‘horse works’. To make their horses move 
faster to keep up with the ever increasing crops was considered too cruel on 

their animals. 
 

Haystacks were once a 
common sight throughout 
all crop growing districts 
and are absent today. 
Some haystacks could be 
made up of some 45 tons 
of wheat sheaves. One 
problem experienced with 
the outside haystacks was 
spontaneous combustion 
when the haystack would 
catch on fire. Other causes 

of a haystack fire were from sparks from the steam boilers or lightning strikes. 
 

Chaff cutting could be dangerous if you weren't careful. Early newspapers 
often reported on accidents involving chaff cutting machinery. They told of 
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some horrific injuries such as “his left hand was drawn into the machine.”   
 

Duncan would attend local ploughing competitions during the 1890s. Such 
events were arranged to foster excellence and show local farmers any 
innovative practices and updated and new inventions and machinery. He had a 
chaff cutting contract for a number of years at the Wagga Wagga 
Experimental Farm.  
 

Thanks to Hannah Fitzgerald for some of the information.  
 

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

THE  SCOTTISH  ALWAYS  KEEN  ON  BROOCHES! 
 

Many people associate Celtic brooches with the Scottish Highlands where in 
actual fact the Celts settled in regions in Brittany and Wales as well as in 
Ireland.  The Celts had a special fascination with amethyst and cairngorm 

(seen left in a Celtic brooch), both 
traditionally known stones of Scotland.  The 
Celts also used the small native pearls they 
found in some of the rivers in Scotland.  The 
general design of many of the brooches 
handcrafted by the Celtic ‘jewellers’ are of a 
circular pattern with a decorative highpoint 
and a long, sharp vertical pin which was 
hinged. Many were made from silver 

brought over from Europe or from the limited silver mines in the south of 
Scotland. Gold and bronze were also used to fashion brooches. The 
workmanship would have been quite painstakingly carried out with the work 
often containing fine intricate detail. 
 

Later the Celts incorporated the famous Scottish thistle into their designs also.  
The Hunterston brooch, which was located on a hillside in Ayrshire, goes back 
to around 700 AD. Made from silver, it is certainly one of the earliest 
specimens.    
 

Seen on the next page is a brooch of a different sort which is a finely designed, 
specially made, oval Scottish gold brooch which incorporated four thistle 
emblems with their combined leaves holding a pair of portraits – one on either 
side.  These pivot so that the wearer could select which portrait they would 
like to wear out. One portrait is in sepia whilst the other has been hand 
coloured.  The brooch dates ca 1870 to 1880. This brooch has a safety catch 
on the back with a fine gold safety chain and pin.   
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This Victorian, cased Scottish portrait 
gold brooch is believed to have 
belonged to a Mary McRae and the 
photos are thought to be of her 
husband at two different ages, one 
being prior to her marriage. Her 
husband was Kenneth McRae and he 
was born and lived for a time near 
Edinburgh. Kenneth was born between 
1830 and 1833 and after a brief 
schooling began to learn the 
blacksmith trade.  He later moved from 
Edinburgh where he operated a pair of 
horse-drawn heavy wagons supplying 
rocks and stones for roadways from a 
local 

quarry.  Kenneth married Mary in 1864, she 
being nine years his junior.  Mary had been 
employed as a head maid on a local estate 
near Edinburgh.  They had several children, 
however two only lived for several days 
each. Other known children were Kenneth, 
Farquhar, Margaret, Donald and Philip, 
though there were others.  Later in life 
Kenneth and Mary opened their own grocery 
store as well as operating a door-to-door 
delivery service with their horse-drawn cart.   
 

The owner of the brooch said his parents 
were descended from Margaret (who was 
married) and they emigrated from Scotland to Australia after the Great War 
1914 – 1918.      

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

WORLD  WAR  TWO  ENDS 
 

This issue of our newsletter marks the 75th Anniversary of the signing of the 
two Armistices finally giving an end to the Second World War. One armistice 
was for the capitulation of Germany and some four months later the Japanese 
laid down their arms in defeat and signed the surrender documents.   
 

Squadron Leader W. W. (Bill) McRae, DFC, AFC, who died in Sydney on 
31st May, 2019, aged 106 years, just a year short of the 75th Anniversary, 
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flew Lancaster Bombers over Germany with Bomber Command. 
Bill was a member of our Society and worked for the Bank of New South 
Wales and later Westpac. 
 

Another McRae who served during World War Two was Kenneth McRae or 
‘Ken’. His father, also Ken, was the Constable in charge of the Murrumburrah 
Lockup which was attached to their home where Ken was born in July 1910. 
When he was about six or seven typhoid was killing a lot of people and it 
killed his grandfather up in Armidale, he was aged 35. His family travelled 
around the state with his father’s job. Initially Ken joined the Railway 
Department of New South Wales.  
 

Ken joined the part-time Citizen’s Military Forces (CMF) in Newcastle before 
the war and attended one Saturday a month and once a month or maybe twice 
a month, we’d go in on the State Railway’s time, say Tuesday at lunch time, 
because it was too far to go to work you had the rest of the day off. Ken was 
so keen he went and joined the Garrison artillery. 
 

Later he saw an advertisement in the newspaper for the Royal Australian Air 
Force aircraft personnel. After acceptance in 1936, he was sent to Victoria 
Barracks in Melbourne. His number was 2089. His first job was overhauling 
aircraft engines, then on radial engines on Bulldog aircraft which were quite 
dangerous to work on.  
 

Once war broke out Ken did a lot of overtime but got nothing for it. He was 
posted down to No 1 Engineering School Ascot Vale and worked as an 
instructor. His wife, whom he married in 1937 was allowed to join him there. 
After fourteen months or so at Ascot Vale he was posted to Parkes with No 2 
WAGS (Wireless Air Gunner School) working with Dakota DC2s.  
 

When Ken was sent overseas in 1940, in the desert they would sit underneath 
the aircraft they serviced with a blanket handy as sandstorms would usually 
come out of the blue. The pilot would close the cockpit whilst the ground crew 
would be huddled under the main frame with the blanket or ground sheet over 
them. Suddenly, with a break in the weather, a job came in and twelve aircraft 
would take off all in a line. In 1942 he was promoted to Flight Sergeant, 
piloting an aircraft. Ken’s Squadron was the first allied aircraft to land in 

mainland Europe after Dunkirk. He did jobs for the famous Bobby Gibbes. 
 

In the last months of the war in Europe Ken thought at the time he and other 
pilots would be going to Japan to fight. In the end Ken undertook various 
missions transporting soldiers and later flying prisoners of war out of the 
jungle. By now Ken was missing his family and ready to get home. 
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OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 2020 

 
President 

Mr. Alan McRae, F.I.A.H.A. 

P.O Box 151, Bathurst. N.S.W. 2795 Ph. (H) 02 6331 5404 Email amcrae@lisp.com.au  
 

Vice-President and Acting Treasurer 

Mr. Allan Smith 

PO Box 191, Vincentia. N.S.W. 2540. Ph. 02 44415778 Email allansmith8b@outlook.com  
 

Secretary 

Roslyn MacRae  

2513 Mitchell Highway, Vittoria NSW 2799 M. 0412 291 054. Email learn@vsr.com.au  
 

Newsletter Editor 

Mr. Alan McRae, F.I.A.H.A. 

P.O Box 151, Bathurst. N.S.W. 2795 Ph. (H) 02 6331 5404 Email amcrae@lisp.com.au  
 

REGIONAL  REPRESENTATIVES 

New Zealand (North Island) 

Mrs. Sue Tregoweth 

P.O. Box 374. Te Kuiti 3941 N.Z. Ph. 021 234 8532  
A.H. Fax (International 64 7)  07 8788291 Email sue.treg1@gmail.com  

 

New Zealand (South Island) 

Mr. Ian Rae 

17 Orme St. Outram, New Zealand 9019 Ph:  03 486 2388  Mob:  027 433 7656 ianjrae@xtra.co.nz  
 

New South Wales (Southern District) 

Mr. Mark McRae 

Unit 10, 43 - 45 Dutton Street, Yass NSW 2582  02 6226 5929 
 

Victoria 

John Richard McRae,  

2 Kingsley Street, Camberwell, Vic, 3124  03 98822 776, 0414 627 230 jmhome@mcraeit.com.au 
 

Western Australia 

Andrew McCrea 

8 Carrick Street, Woodlands, Western Australia 6018 platypus@iinet.net.au  
 

South Australia 

Merilyn McRae 

76 Ascot Avenue, Vale Park, South Australia 5081 merilynmcrae@gmail.com   
 

Membership is due in January 

Cost is $15 per annum – Payable to the Treasurer   
 

Clan MacRae Website www.clanmacrae.org.au  
 


