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Message from Clan MacRae President
This is our last newsletter prior to Christmas so the
festive season will soon be upon us. I would like to
extend to one and all a very Merry Christmas and my
best wishes for a heathy, wealthy and family orientated
New Year and 2019.
Congratulations
to
Jenny
and
Tom
Brown, our Treasurer,
(right) who celebrated
their 50th Wedding Anniversary on 14th
April, 2018. Tom is wearing his ‘Lamont’ tie
with the MacRae Clan badge. They were
married in Inverell in 1968 and lived at Wee
Waa for many years before moving to
Tamworth 5 years ago.
Next year’s Reunion and Gathering that was
to take place in the Blue Mountains has had
to be postponed to 2020 due to the unavailability of a suitable venue. The new
dates will now be over the weekend of 14th, 15th and
16th February, 2020. Please put it in your calendar now.
With regular Reunions and Gatherings Clan MacRae
can keep on supporting our vast MacRae family, along
with its septs in Australia and New Zealand. These
allow you the opportunity to enjoy our devotion to our
family, pass along our ancestral history of early
pioneers and appreciate those Scottish pastimes and
collectables from former generations.
REMINDER - 17th October – Wednesday –
Teleconference ordinary meeting of Clan MacRae. The Executive invites
all interested members to take part in this teleconference at 7.30pm (NSW
time). All you need to do is at 7.30pm (NSW time) on Wednesday 17th
October dial: (02) 8077 0506. When prompted enter access code: 799719
followed by the # key. Once interested members are connected we will start
the meeting. For our valued New Zealand members, you can participate by
dialling: +64 6-928 7532.
Alan McRae. President
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND CONGRATULATIONS
Welcome to our new members since our last newsletter:
Paul Cheetham, Loftus NSW
Rosalind Singh, Bundanoon NSW
Jennifer McRae, Lower King WA
Wayne Hunt, Tuggeranong ACT

Rachel MacRae, Northmead NSW
Di Whelan, Kings Park NSW
Jean Richardson, Tauranga NZ
David Rae, Marrickville NSW

oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

2018 UPCOMING EVENTS – AUSTRALIA
6th October – Saturday - Canberra
Burns Club Highland Gathering. A free
day of Scottish events includes the ACT
Pipe Band Championships, Scottish heavy
events, Scottish dance and numerous
stalls. A great day of Scottish fun at Kett
Street
Oval,
Kambah,
Canberra.
www.canberragathering.com.au
The Clan MacRae tent will be there. Come and say hello.
4th November – Sunday - Central Coast Scottish Spectacular at Gosford,
NSW. This Scottish Highland Gathering will be held at The Entertainment
Grounds and will feature the NSW Pipe Band Championships, and the Central
Coast Scottish National Dancing Titles. www.scottishspectacular.com
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

2018 UPCOMING EVENTS – NEW ZEALAND
3rd November – Saturday - 16th Upper Hutt Highland Gathering, Harcourt
Park, Upper Hutt.
10th November – Saturday - Hororata Highland Games, Hororata
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

2019 UPCOMING EVENTS
2nd March 2019 – Saturday - Liverpool Plains Military Tattoo - Quirindi,
NSW. This event aims to showcase military bands in both a competition and
exhibition format, and pays homage to the Edinburgh Military Tattoo at
Longfield Oval Sporting Precinct, Henry St. Quirindi. Info:
events@lpsc.nsw.gov.au or www.liverpoolplainsmilitarytattoo.com.au
8th – 12th May 2019 - The Clan MacRae Society of Scotland are organising
an International Gathering for Clan MacRae worldwide with events in
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Edinburgh (8th May), Dunblane and Sheriffmuir (9th May) and Kintail
(10th to 12th May, 2019.)
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

HAVE YOU GOT A MACRAE MUG YET?
Clan MacRae now have white ceramic china mugs
available. Why not proudly proclaim your
MacRae heritage over morning coffee or give as a
gift to a ‘special’ MacRae. Each mug has a double
emblem to allow for left and right handers. Every
mug comes in a presentation box. They cost: - for
1 mug - $15 + $10 p&h = $25, or 2 mugs - $25 +
$16 p&h = $41.
The famous Clan MacRae mugs will be taken to
all Scottish Gatherings that the Society attends so
take the opportunity to obtain one. These mugs
would make a unique birthday gift for that hard to
buy for MacRae. Contact Roslyn MacRae, 2513 Mitchell Highway, Vittoria
NSW 2799 M. 0412 291 054. No fax. Email learn@vsr.com.au
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

IN LOVING MEMORY
We are saddened to hear of the passing of several of our members. Please
accept our sincere sympathy to their partners, family and friends.
VALE – Joan Ilma Krefft, long-time member. Members will be saddened to
learn of the passing of Joan Krefft, formerly of Kirribilli and recently of Bupa,
Willoughby. Aged 94 years, Joan passed away peacefully, after a short illness
on February 16th, this year.
A very loyal Clan member, Joan attended meetings regularly and would have
been known to most of you who attended 1988 – 2012. Her warm, friendly
nature endeared her to all who met her. She was a daughter of Ilma, nee
Gillespie, and Gerard Krefft. Joan was a great-grand-daughter of Gerard
Krefft, a pioneering Australian zoologist. Joan’s maternal great grandmother,
Mary Harvie McCrae was the sixth child of Alexander McCrae, born in
Edinburgh in 1799 who migrated to Melbourne and at one time was
Postmaster General of Victoria. Joan trained at Sydney’s Royal Prince Alfred
Hospital and nursed in Sydney, Hobart, Auckland and London before taking a
position as a registered nurse with a Macquarie Street Specialist.
A memorial service was held on the 27th February at the Northern Suburbs
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Crematorium (North Ryde, Sydney.) To the many family members and
friends of Joan we extend our sincere condolences. She will be remembered
with great admiration and affection by all who knew her.
From Elma McRae. Thanks to Tony McRae, of Beecroft, who kindly rang
Elma to inform her. Unfortunately Elma could not attend the service due to
prior commitments and late notice.
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

VALE – Bruce McRae, late of Wahroonga and
later at the RSL Anzac Village, Narrabeen,
passed away peacefully on Thursday 12th April,
2018, aged 94. Bruce was the son of Donald
Richard Crutwell McRae and Elizabeth, nee
Steele. Bruce’s father initially went into
partnership with his brother Francis Lewin
Duncan McRae, forming McRae Bros in Walcha.
Frances later sold his interest to Don, the former
then setting up McRae’s Pty Ltd in Uralla. Bruce
was born in Epping, Sydney on 13th September,
1923. Bruce went to the Walcha Public School
and later went off to High School in Armidale,
staying at St. Johns Hostel. There were about 60
other students there. Bruce recalled his cousin
Gordon McRae had left the year before in 1936
to board at TAS (The Armidale School). After two years in Armidale Bruce
moved to Sydney and went to Scots College as he wanted to learn the
bagpipes. The bagpipes became his passion, playing in a number of different
pipe bands, taking Bruce to other countries and attending hundreds of
Highland Gathering, especially in New South Wales and was a past president
of the NSW Pipe Band Association. It was a passion he passed onto his sons
Doug and Peter. (Doug is a current member of the Clan.)
Bruce was a weather watcher and signals operator in the Second World War
with the RAAF, complete with his 303, on Groote Eylandt with some other
diggers. With not much to do except report on the weather and any aircraft
movements, especially any of the Japanese Airforce, they fished most days
and any supplies required were ordered from the mainland in a coded Morse
message. At one time Bruce was told to order some more fresh meat which he
duly did, sending it in the customary coded message. He received a terse
message back, “Why are you sending in code now the war is over.” Bruce and
his mates hadn’t been told the war had been over for a week or more.
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Bruce had already learnt Morse Code and had practiced just in case he joined
the Telegraph Department somewhere. Bruce lived in Lithgow and worked in
a hardware store, was a commercial traveller, specialising in hardware, mainly
along the south coast of NSW and was procurement officer for a number of
businesses in Sydney. Bruce McRae was a former Vice President and an
active member since 1988 until recent years due to walking problems.
Bruce’s funeral was held at 12 noon on Friday 20th April, 2018, in the
Magnolia Chapel, Macquarie Park Crematorium.
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

VALE - Sharon Smith, wife of our
Clan MacRae Vice President, Allan
Smith, passed away in hospital on
Sunday evening of 3rd June, 2018.
Sharon had been ill for some time,
often unable to attend functions and
gatherings because of her treatment.
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

VALE – Long-time member Doug
Rae of Wingham passed away on
Thursday morning 26th July. His wife Janet said his end was peaceful. His
funeral took place on Friday 3rd August. Doug and Janet, both keen
supporters of Clan MacRae, helped Elma on many occasions with the Clan
marquee at Wingham. They attended meetings as well as other Clan
gatherings and functions. Cheerio the nou, Doug.
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

SPECIAL PRESENTATION TO ELMA McRAE

At the 30th Reunion and
Gathering at Albury in February
this year Mrs. Marigold MacRae
sent out a special letter for the
occasion to be presented to
Elma McRae for her service to
the Clan MacRae Society of
Australia and New Zealand.
Unfortunately Elma couldn’t
make it so the letter is
reproduced here.
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Dear Elma
The first time I attended a Clan Gathering in Australia must have been in
1995. Tristan, who was then 16, came with me.
I remember you collected us from the airport in your little car. You
managed somehow to get us and our luggage safely in. The next day we
went to a Gathering at Bruce & Dorothy’s house. You introduced us to
everyone and we had a lovely time. The next day we went up to Armidale
where you introduced us to all the MacRaes there.
Through the years you have always welcomed Miranda and myself
whenever we have been to Australia and have driven us to numerous
Gatherings.
You have been such a marvellous secretary, so enthusiastic and tireless,
attended so many Highland Games. Taking a stand to collect new
members and show the flag for the Clan. All this entails a lot of hard work.
You also came over to our Gatherings with a contingent complete with a
banner for the March. You were indefatigable.
On top of all the Secretary’s work you took on the Newsletter. I always
enjoyed it and looked forward to receiving it. There was always a letter
inside for me as well.
How lucky the Australian and New Zealand
Clan Society has been to have you working so
hard. I value your friendship so much and am
so glad to have been to so many amazing
places in Australia, all outings beautifully
arranged by you.
You have done so much for the Clan both in
Australia and over here. You will be much
missed, but I am sure you will still go to many
Gatherings which you will now be able to
enjoy without all the hard work.
Thank you, Elma for all you have done for so
many years. With all my best wishes,

Marigold President of the Clan MacRae Worldwide, Saturday 17 February
2018
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BATHURST SCOTS SCHOOL GATHERING
Clan MacRae attended the Scots School
Bathurst Highland Gathering and Fair on 18th
March. As it turned out there were just a
couple of Scottish stalls and Clan MacRae,
apparently no-one else was invited as far as
we could ascertain.
The school had the
strongmen and women
doing displays and there
was a small number of
pipe bands. Attractions
and stalls were also in
low numbers.
Whilst the ‘Scottish
stalls’ and ourselves
were in the main arena we did not attract too many visitors though by 1.30pm
we were all forced to pack up the marquee due to severe wind gusts.
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

LONG-TIME CLAN MEMBER LEADS MACRAES AT WINGHAM
Once again, long-time Clan
Society member Doug Rae
was on hand and able to lead
the MacRae’s in this year’s
Street Parade at the Bonnie
Wingham Scottish Festival
in Wingham early in June.
Doug and Janet were happy
to have their three sons and
their families join them for
the festivities. David, John and Ian Rae were happy and proud to accompany
their parents as they marched behind the MacRae banner proudly carried by
Andrew and Rhonda Macraes’ grandson, Rohan Macrae.
Sadly Doug has since passed away on 26th July. Doug and Janet have been
members of the Clan MacRae Society since 1999. Doug has been a very active
member of the Clan Society and has even travelled from Wingham to Sydney
to attend meetings. He has been a great help to Elma over the years with the
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manning of the Clan tent at
Wingham. Since I have taken over
Elma’s role at Wingham, Doug and
Janet have been a great help to me
and are both fine examples of what
being a member of the Clan Society
is all about.
Right - Doug and Janet Rae with
their sons, from left, Ian, David and
John.
The Bonnie Wingham Scottish
Festival was once again a great day.
The weather was cool but clear until
after the tents were packed up. The
Clan of Honour this year was Clan
McLennan. This is of significance
to a lot of Australian and New
Zealand MacRaes as the Clans lived alongside each other in Scotland in
centuries past and provided many husbands and wives on both sides.
Rae family - Back row
L-R :- Maria Rae, Ian
Rae, David Rae, Janet
Rae, John Rae, Susanne
Phillips, Conor Rae.
Front row L-R :Joannah Rae, Douglas
Rae, Tom Rae, Gillian
Rae.
I think the MacRae Clan
had the most people
marching behind the
banner. It was a pleasure
to welcome so many
people to the Clan tent.
The visitors included Clan Society member Ann-Maree Hammond who had
travelled from Kiama to visit us. The Clan Society members responsible for
the Clan tent were Ray and Judy Hynes and Colin and Roslyn MacRae.
By Roslyn MacRae.
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CALLING ALL DESCENDANTS OF FARQUHAR MACRAE
Some descendants of Farquhar MacRae – who
arrived in Australia on-board the “William
Nicol” on 27th October, 1837, – are organising
a Gathering in the Southern Highlands of NSW
on the weekend of 26th & 27th October, 2019 to
commemorate the 182nd anniversary of his
arrival. This is Family 4 in “MacRae’s Down
Under” book. All interested descendants should
either go to the Facebook group “Descendants
of Farquhar MacRae” and request to join or
send an email to Ayya Esika (aka Clare) at
farquhar1837@yahoo.com to be included on the
contacts list.
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

CLANSMEN VIE FOR TOP HONOURS AT SHEEP SHOW
Bendigo Sheep Show, the biggest in Australia,
attracts exhibitors from all states of Australia. In
mid July 2017 Jock MacRae of ‘Eilean Donan’
Stud at Sutton Grove, near Bendigo, was named
Supreme Exhibitor, winning first place for his
‘fine wool’ Merino ram (medium wool). Jock
exhibited a grand champion fine wool ewe at the
same event in 1995, just two years after beginning
the Merino show circuit.
‘Oakbank’ also won first place in Victoria for
their poll Merino Pair (Ram and Eve), and second
place for all States with a ram and two ewes
(mixed poll and horned). Three McRae
generations from ‘Oakbank’, Rodney, son Warren
and grandson Jack participated in the presentation
of their exhibits. Three thousand sheep, including several British breeds, were
entered in many categories. Throughout the day there were many entertaining
activities, including sheep-dog trials and a fashion parade displaying woollen
fabrics.
At the Hay Sheep Show in south-western N.S.W., ‘Oakbank’ gained supreme
place for their merino ram.
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Footnote: - The ancestors of both Jock MacRae (Family 44) and
Rodney McRae (Family 46) were immigrants on the ‘Priscilla’ which left
Liverpool, England, on 13th October, 1852, arriving Melbourne 24th
February, 1853. ‘Priscilla’ was one of the first ships to bring Scottish
immigrants to Australia. These two families were assisted migrants sponsored
by the Highland and Island Emigration Society. Ref MacRaes Down Under –
F.Wilmott & J. McRae.
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

DUNCAN McRAE – PIONEER WAGGON COMPANY
The editor of the Glen Innes
Examiner on 10th September,
1874,
wrote
–
“We
understand that this company
contemplates disposing of
their plant to Mr. Duncan
McRae, the late manager.
Should the information be
correct, we hope Mr. McRae
will meet with a liberal share
of the public’s patronage.
During his management of the company he gave universal satisfaction to all
classes. Of the persevering, energetic disposition, he ever devoted his time to
looking after the property entrusted to his charge, and was particularly careful
of the loading from Grafton, in seeing it delivered to the consignees in safe
and good condition.
The event of his making the necessary arrangements to start, we wish him
every success in the undertaking, feeling satisfied that he will not only receive,
but deserve, every support he may be favoured with from the public.”
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

Esther McCrea was in the Lower Second Class for girls at the Public Primary
Milltown School at Bathurst in New South Wales where she had commenced
as a pupil on 23rd February, 1901. There were 23 other girls in her class.
Esther’s religion was listed as Church of England, though later it appears as
Wesleyan. She was 10 years and eleven months when she arrived in Bathurst
and when her parents left town the fact is noted in the class roll, with her then
age recorded as 11 years and 2 months.
oooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooooooo

I hope you have enjoyed reading this newsletter – Alan McRae FAIHA.
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OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 2018
President
Mr. Alan McRae, F.I.A.H.A.
P.O Box 151, Bathurst. N.S.W. 2795 Ph. (H) 02 6331 5404 Email amcrae@lisp.com.au
Vice-President
Mr. Allan Smith
PO Box 191, Vincentia. N.S.W. 2540. Ph. 02 4441 8122 Email allansmith8b@outlook.com
Treasurer
Mr. Thomas Brown
23 Pages Lane, Kingswood, Tamworth. N.S.W. 2340 Ph. 6762 4232 Email tnjbrown1@bigpond.com
Secretary
Roslyn MacRae
2513 Mitchell Highway, Vittoria NSW 2799 M. 0412 291 054. No fax. Email learn@vsr.com.au
Newsletter Editor
Mr. Alan McRae, F.I.A.H.A.
P.O Box 151, Bathurst. N.S.W. 2795 Ph. (H) 02 6331 5404 Email amcrae@lisp.com.au
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES
New Zealand (North Island)
Mrs. Sue Tregoweth
P.O. Box 374. Te Kuiti 3941 N.Z. Ph. 021 234 8532
A.H. Fax (International 64 7) 07 8788291 Email sue.treg1@gmail.com
New Zealand (South Island)
Mr. Ian Rae
17 Orme St. Outram, New Zealand 9019 Ph: 03 486 2388 Mob: 027 433 7656 ianjrae@xtra.co.nz
New South Wales (Southern District)
Mr. Mark McRae
7 Merriman Place, Murrumbateman N.S.W. 2582 Ph. 02 62275739
Victoria
Mrs. Flora McRae
“Kintail”, 1A Jones Street, St Arnaud. Victoria 3478 Ph. 03 54952124
Western Australia
Mr. Brian McRae
18 Marimba Crescent, City Beach, Western Australia 6015 Ph. 08 9385 8115
South Australia
Ms. Jane Reath-Olver
c/- Post Office, Callington. South Australia 5254 Ph. 08 8538 5058 E.

Membership is due in January
Cost is $15 per annum – Payable to the Treasurer
Mr. Thomas Brown
23 Pages Lane, Kingswood, Tamworth. N.S.W. 2340 Ph. 6762 4232 Email tnjbrown1@bigpond.com

